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SPOTLIGHT ON AUGUST TRAINING
Please join us next month for our August training:
Identifying, Investigating, & Prosecuting Strangulation Crimes
Strangulation is a powerful and lethal form of intimate partner abuse, used by perpetrators as
they escalate towards homicide. Strangulation is a felony in Texas, and yet we—advocates, law
enforcement, prosecutors, and medical personnel—can easily miss crucial evidence by relying
on external evidence to document an assault that is primarily internal.
This training will discuss the obstacles and solutions in identifying, assessing, investigating, and
prosecuting intimate partner strangulation. Attendees will learn how to overcome common
challenges in strangulation cases, including lack of external injury, lack of victim, and missed
and misunderstood evidence. This training will provide guidance for the community to create a
coordinated community response and develop protocols to sustain systematic change.
4 hours of accreditation offered for TCOLE, MCLE, & LMSW.

Kelsey McKay is the President of RESPOND Against Violence and McKay Training
& Consulting, LLC. Ms. McKay trains and consults nationally to strengthen how
communities collaborate, investigate, and prosecute strangulation, sexual
violence, and intimate partner violence cases. She develops experts to testify and
trains on the implementation of a strangulation supplement and community
collaboration. Previously, Ms. McKay was a prosecutor in Travis County, TX for 12
years. For six years, she exclusively prosecuted strangulation-related crimes
ranging from assault to capital murder.

Click here to RSVP and learn more!

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE
SUMMER
DID YOU KNOW ?
Resources
Click on the icons to learn more!

Reported sexual assaults are
10% higher during the
summer season [1]

Does Domestic Violence Follow
the Seasons?

Reported domestic violence
assaults are 11.5% higher in
the summer [2]

Seasonal Patterns in Criminal
Victimization Trends
Shootings Spike in Summer
Months

Compared to the summer,
intimate partner violence
was about 12% lower in the
winter, 6% lower in the
spring, and 9% lower in the
fall [3]

FELLOWS!
Click here to access
ICCR Link for more
resources on the
importance of providing
accurate risk
assessments for
domestic violence in all
seasons!

According to one study, the
risk of domestic violence
helpline
calls
increases
after a heat wave [4]

[1] www.doj.gov
[2] www.doj.gov
[3] www.bjs.gov
[4] www.sciencedirect.com

IN THE NEWS

Armed & Misogynist: How Toxic Masculinity Fuels Mass Shootings
Two recent cases show how violent misogyny and abuse against women can fuel mass shooters’
behavior—and may serve as warning signs long before they strike. As observable indicators of a
person’s capacity for escalating violence, this information could help mental health and law
enforcement experts who work to prevent mass shootings by using behavioral threat assessments to
identify and intervene with potential attackers.

Read more here

Teenager Accused of Rape Deserves Leniency Because He’s From a ‘Good Family,’
Judge Says
A 16-year-old boy filmed himself raping a girl, who was clearly unconscious, and sent the video to his
friends stating, “When your first time having sex was rape.” But a family court judge said it wasn’t rape.
Instead, he wondered aloud if it was sexual assault, defining rape as something reserved for an attack
at gunpoint by strangers.
Read more here

"Invisible" Brain Injuries in Domestic Violence Go Unrecognized
In the first community-based study of its kind, researchers from The Ohio State University and the
Ohio Domestic Violence Network found that 81% of women who sought help after being abused by
their partners have suffered a head injury, and 83% have been strangled.
Read more here

SAVE THE DATE
Community Training: Identifying, Investigating, & Prosecuting Strangulation
Crimes

REGISTER

Presented by Kelsey McKay, August 19 in Corsicana OR August 20 in Bryan, 1:00 PM-5:00 PM
This training will discuss the obstacles and solutions in identifying, assessing, investigating, and
prosecuting intimate partner strangulation. Attendees will learn how to overcome common
challenges in strangulation cases, including lack of external injury, lack of victim, and missed and
misunderstood evidence. First responders and medical personnel will learn how to collect credible
evidence of the crime, including both internal and external injuries. Prosecutors will hear best
practices such as voir dire strategies, helpful analogies and translations, developing and utilizing
medical experts, and tips to help juries understand the complicated evidence in this crime.
Advocates will be better equipped to recognize and assess for strangulation, as well as explain the
dangerousness of this crime and its implications for the health and safety of the victim. Finally, the
training will provide guidance for the community to create a coordinated community response and
develop protocols to sustain systematic change.

And learn more
about this event!

CEUs for Social Work, MCLE, and TCOLE accreditation offered!

Live Webinar: Developing Strengths-Based Approaches to Overcome Rural
Challenges
Presented by Jennifer Landhuis, August 8, 2:00 PM-3:30 PM
Rural professionals cannot adequately prevent or respond to issues of domestic violence without a
comprehensive understanding of the difference rurality makes. Overcoming the issues of
availability, accessibility, acceptability, and affordability is key to developing comprehensive,
strengths-based solutions. This webinar will focus on creative approaches to overcoming these
common barriers and holding offenders accountable, including solutions for advocates, law
enforcement officers, and prosecutors.

REGISTER
And learn more
about this event!

CEUs for LMSW and LCSW offered!

LINK LEADERBOARD
Congratulations to Miki Alvarado for being the most
active fellow on ICCR Link this month!
Your Amazon gift card will be emailed to you shortly!

Miki Alvarado
Dana Pachuca
Della Cooper

ICCR Link

Follow us on social media!

