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Beyond the 911 Call: Achieving Holistic Justice for Domestic Violence Survivors 
Carvana Cloud, Julie Pleasant 
The U.S. is engaged in a criminal justice reform conversation that requires justice professionals to be more 
trauma-informed and culturally inclusive. Research shows that only up to 50% of domestic violence survivors 
engage law enforcement. Additionally, many minority communities actively distrust law enforcement due to 
our nation's shameful history of behavior towards them. Justice for most survivors is not about the criminal 
conviction, but more about accessing services and opportunities that will allow them to heal in the wake of 
harm. This webinar will highlight the efficacy of Houston's coordinated response and provide attendees a 
blueprint to replicate this model in their communities as they seek justice on behalf of domestic violence 
survivors. Attendees will gain insight into the harm caused by a racially-biased system and explore how to 
encourage survivors to report through active listening and education of community stakeholders. 
 
Beyond Evidence Collection: Using Forensic Nurse Findings in the Criminal Justice Process 
Kim Nash 
While it is well known that forensic nurses can contribute a great deal to the investigation and prosecution of 
sexual assault cases, their value in the response to other crimes is less understood, especially in the absence of 
an evidence collection component. This webinar will explore how forensic nurses can strengthen the community 
and criminal justice response to violent crimes. Discussion will include using assessment findings for 
investigation and prosecution in the context of human trafficking, death investigation, intimate partner 
violence, disaster planning and unique approaches for a sexual assault response that go beyond the traditional 
SANE program structure. Short case examples will be utilized. 
 
Beyond Protection Orders: Enhancing the Safety of Stalking Victims 
Jennifer Landhuis 
In 76% of femicides, offenders stalked their victims within the year preceding the murder. Yet, the criminal 
justice system often overlooks the specific needs and concerns of stalking victims. Identifying and intervening 
in stalking cases early can enhance safety, reduce violence, and – sometimes – even prevent homicide. This 
webinar will identify risk factors associated with stalking crimes and focus on enhancing victim safety, 
emphasizing community collaboration, ongoing stalking-specific risk assessment, and meaningful safety 
strategies. Join us for this interactive webinar that provides strategies for all professionals working with victims 
of stalking. 
 
Black Girlhood, Interrupted: Pornography's Impact on Sexual Violence in the Lives of Black Girls & Women 
Carolyn West 
The docuseries "Surviving R. Kelly" left viewers asking: how could a popular singer produce child pornography 
that featured degrading acts involving Black girls and women? The reality is that these images are pervasive in 
the media and culture. This webinar will feature "Let Me Tell Y'all 'bout Black Chicks: Images of Black women in 
pornography," a searing documentary that unpacks the historical origins of the images found in contemporary 
pornography and identifies how these representations promote sexual violence against Black girls. With this 
understanding, attendees will learn concrete and practical strategies to assist Black sexual assault survivors in 



criminal justice and mental health settings. Specifically, attendees will identify prevalence rates and risk factors 
for sexual victimization in the lives of Black girls and women and will learn prevention and intervention strategies 
that are evidenced-based and culturally responsive. 
 
Building a Sexual Assault Case with the Defense in Mind 
Nancy Oglesby, Larry Braunstein 
Investigating and prosecuting adult sexual assault cases are often very challenging. Victim behavior can appear 
counter-intuitive, the victim’s ability to share what happened can be compromised due to a number of factors, 
and jury bias presents additional hurdles. This webinar, taught by two former prosecutors, one of whom is now 
a defense attorney, will address the difficult issues faced by law enforcement and prosecutors in bringing a 
successful sexual assault case to trial. The presenters will address how the defense will view and prepare for the 
case, as well as address best practices for law enforcement and prosecutors to build the strongest cases possible. 
 
CASE STUDY: But They Were "Private": Destroying a Life through Sextortion & Non-Consensual Pornography 
Lou Luba 
This webinar will examine the prosecution of State of Connecticut v. Christopher Lamb, and will address how a 
single person can devastate numerous lives through casual social media investigations and a few keystrokes. 
The presenter will focus on the growing national and international criminal threat of non- consensual 
pornography (NCP) and sextortion. Recorded post-conviction interviews with the defendant will give a unique 
insight into the thought process and methodical social engineering process utilized by the offender, as well as 
the motive behind his actions. Beyond a specific case study of the Lamb case, additional information and studies 
related to sextortion and NCP, including victim and offender profiles and resources for law enforcement and 
victims, will be presented. 
 
Dissecting the “Trauma Brain”: A Closer Look at Trauma-Informed Justice in Indian Country 
Leslie A. Hagen 
This webinar will address the effects of trauma from a prosecutor's perspective on victims and witnesses. A 
tribal strangulation case will serve as the backdrop and will illustrate what can happen when non-trauma-
informed interviewing practices and report writing occur during the course of an investigation. The manner in 
which a crime victim is interviewed and how well her trauma is understood by members of the criminal justice 
system can dramatically impact the answers she is able to provide and her willingness to have her case 
prosecuted. The presenter will also provide best practice examples for incorporating a trauma-informed law 
enforcement and prosecution response into violent crime cases in Indian Country. 
 
 
 
Dissociation in Adult Survivors of Trauma 
Colin Ross 
Dissociation is a common response to both single traumatic events and to chronic trauma such as domestic 
violence, childhood abuse, prolonged combat exposure, and human trafficking. Types of dissociative symptoms 
include: depersonalization (feeling unreal or disconnected from one's body); amnesia for traumatic events in 
the absence of drugs, alcohol, or brain injury; and identity confusion or fragmentation. Most training programs 
in mental health, law enforcement and other disciplines do not provide adequate training in the recognition of 
dissociation. This webinar will discuss how to ask about symptoms of dissociation during an assessment, 
investigation, or interview using practical, specific examples. The presenter will describe four different meanings 
of the word 'dissociation' in the literature; confusion can arise when it is not clear which meaning a person has 
in mind. Besides having symptoms of dissociation, a person can meet criteria for one of the dissociative 
disorders; the presenter will review these briefly but will concentrate primarily on symptoms, rather than 
diagnoses. 



 
I Just Can't Think Straight: Partner Inflicted Brain Injury, Domestic Violence, & a Way Forward 
Rachel Ramirez 
Advocates have known forever that abusers intentionally target a victim's head, neck, and face with terrifying 
and painful repeated assaults and strangulation. But, we haven't realized the life-changing ways it can impact 
our brains. These invisible injuries are rarely identified and almost never immediately treated, and have physical, 
emotional, and cognitive consequences that can impact every area of a person's life, including creating 
additional barriers to accessing lifesaving medical, domestic violence, justice, and crime victim services. When 
these injuries continue unidentified and untreated, many other connected and costly problems can develop, 
including struggles with mental health, substance use, suicide, and a list of physical health issues rarely 
recognizably connected to domestic violence. The Ohio Domestic Violence Network (ODVN), in collaboration 
with research partner The Ohio State University, is on the forefront of game-changing research and practice 
responses to address the unrecognized public health crisis of Partner Inflicted Brain Injury (PIBI). Attendees will 
learn about tools to educate survivors and staff, support their advocacy, and leave ready to integrate knowledge 
into practice to better serve those whose brains were hurt by their partners. 
 
Project 180: The New Way to Investigate and File on Traffickers While Diverting Prostitution Sellers 
Johna Stallings, Carla Manuel 
In Harris Co., Texas, a team of prosecutors, analysts, and an investigator work together out of the District 
Attorney's Office to combat trafficking by diverting prostitution sellers while investigating misdemeanor seller 
cases to develop trafficking suspects. The Director of Trafficking Intelligence, along with a team of analysts, 
review misdemeanor selling cases as they come in to develop trafficking suspects out of databases, social media, 
and digital evidence to file felony offenses without the necessity of an outcry by any victims. Analysts develop 
suspects and turn information over to prosecutors and investigators to write search warrants and file charges 
once all information has been thoroughly investigated and developed against the true criminals, which includes 
Aggravated Promotion, Engaging in Organized Criminal Activities, and other felony offenses. In this webinar, 
case studies will be analyzed to show the process of how trafficking suspects are developed out of misdemeanor 
arrests, along with an understanding of how the diversion program assists in getting sellers out of the lifestyle 
of prostitution. Don’t be forever dependent upon reactive investigations of trafficking offenses; learn to conduct 
proactive investigations of traffickers who will no longer fly under law enforcement radar through an effective 
team approach. The presenters will provide statistics to show how and why this method works and how it will 
become the new standard in sex trafficking investigations. 
 
Strangulation Foundations 
Kelsey McKay 
Statutes criminalizing strangulation have passed nationally, but many communities have not received basic 
training on how to identify, investigate or successfully prosecute this misunderstood crime. This webinar will 
discuss the prevalence of this often-missed form of violence and discuss why the lack of external evidence 
misguides the criminal justice system. Better understanding of alternative evidence, basic anatomy, and the 
physiological consequences of impeding cases will provide a strong foundation upon which communities can 
build a better response and shape stronger protocols. 
 
Talking to Victims: The Basics of Applying Trauma-Informed Practices 
Justin Boardman 
Talking to victims and witnesses of violence can be difficult, whether you are brand new to the field or a veteran 
on the verge of burnout. This webinar will briefly review the bare basics of the neurobiology of trauma and 
discuss areas of a victim’s or witnesses’ experience to interview around. Thoughtfully engaging with a 
traumatized person allows more opportunity to potentially locate additional physical evidence, keep victims 



engaged, and provide procedural justice. Best practices for victim and witness interviewing, especially as it 
relates to trauma, and strategies for formal and on-scene circumstances will be discussed. 
 
Traumatic Bonding: Why Victims May Trade Escape Skills for Coping Skills 
Julie Owens 
Learn about traumatic bonding: A complex, unconscious, psychological, and biochemical survival response that 
is often misidentified as co-dependency or pathology. Because abuse is routine but unpredictable, and escape 
seems impossible, victims may develop a paradoxical attachment to their abuser. This webinar will cover how 
traumatic bonding develops and ways to support affected survivors. 
 
Understanding Narcissism as the Key to Understanding Domestic Abuse & Gender-Based Violence 
Ramani Durvasala 
This webinar will clarify exactly what narcissism is, what it means clinically, and how this pattern is central to 
understanding domestic abuse and gender-based violence in all forms. Current models of family and gender-
based violence do not account for narcissism and its associated patterns, which is a significant omission. 
Narcissism is often portrayed and misunderstood as superficial vanity and attention-seeking behavior, as well 
as mere egocentricity and selfishness. While these are elements of narcissism, the key pillars of narcissism - lack 
of empathy, entitlement, grandiosity, arrogance, impulsivity, poor frustration tolerance often manifested as 
rage, emotional dysregulation, incapacity for taking responsibility, and a propensity to emotional manipulation, 
exploitation, control and coercion - are associated with a greater likelihood of physically and psychologically 
abusing partners and other people close to them. These patterns are often intergenerational, culturally-
reinforced, and a byproduct of existing frameworks of gender privilege, patriarchy, social and economic 
stratification, and authoritarianism. Many clinicians are not adequately trained in personality patterns such as 
narcissism, which can often leave a ""hole"" in our understanding of these patterns of violence and abuse. A 
clearer understanding of narcissism may actually shift the conversation on gender-based violence and emotional 
and physical abuse into new perspectives which can inform prevention and policy. 
 
Understanding the Needs of Victims in the Deaf Community 
Heather Daley, Wilma Dennis 
This webinar will focus on the needs of deaf survivors and recognize their unique struggles of living within the 
deaf community and the difficulty of receiving domestic violence/sexual assault (DV/SA) services. The deaf and 
hard-of-hearing survivors' world is completely different from the hearing survivor’s. The lack of communication 
with hearing providers, the lack of access to the outside world, and the small, tight-knit culture of the deaf 
community all provide different ways of living and dealing with domestic violence. Frequently, the deaf survivor 
will spend time struggling with the decision whether or not to use services currently provided by those who are 
unfamiliar with deaf culture and the unique needs of deaf and hard-of-hearing survivors. Because of this 
unfamiliarity with deaf culture & language, a deaf survivor may end up spending more time educating a provider 
on a survivor’s unique communication & cultural needs rather than on the abusive experience that a survivor 
needs help to overcome. This webinar will discuss the unique needs of the deaf community, as well as those 
with multiple identities (such as Deaf, DeafBlind, DeafDisabled, and Hard of Hearing). 
 
When Predators Take Flight: What We Can Learn from Sexual Assault Cases at 30,000 Feet 
Scott Hampton 
This webinar will take a birds-eye view of sexual assault by examining actual cases that occurred at 30,000 feet 
in order to highlight common dynamics that occur in in the majority of sexual assaults, whether on land or in 
the air, including: offender tactics, barriers to reporting, victim blame, drug- facilitated assaults, the role of first 
responders and other members of a sexual assault response team, bystander intervention, jurisdictional 
ambiguities, cross-cultural variations, the intersection with human trafficking, investigative components, and 
prevention strategies. The presenter will discuss how insights from and for the airline industry can be applied 



to any environment in which sexual assaults are both common and easily missed (e.g., in colleges, correctional 
facilities, bars and nightclubs, and other forms of mass transportation). 
 
Where There is Dark, There is Light: Exploring the Online Universe 
Myra Strand, Russell Strand 
The online universe, including its darkest corners, is vast and rapidly expanding. Pornography represents 35% of 
all internet downloads, and the majority is highly toxic. Online gaming is literally changing the neurobiological 
landscape of our children’s minds, where often cyberbullying and microaggressions are normalized within very 
sexist story lines. However, where there is dark, there is light. Vulnerability, empathy, and human-centric 
concepts are slowly becoming expectations of online interaction. There is wide conversation around loneliness 
and how to increase authentic, healthy connection. Innovative thinkers are busy finding creative solutions to 
massive problems such as environmental degradation, violence, poverty, and the depression of the soul. This 
webinar will explore the implications of both sides of the spectrum. The presenters will make the case that there 
is still the possibility that we can create a world—even, and maybe especially, online—where trauma is met with 
compassion and healing. 
 


